
Fishing for an answer:  
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Why is a fish vet talking to you 

about the Pet food recall? 



2007 FDAôs Largest Recall 

FDAôs Pet Food recall 

page attracted 6.1 

million hits 

CVMôs Web site 

attracted 1.3 million 

hits 

18,700  calls in an 11 week period (5-6000/ year) 

350 people at CVM 
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2007 Pet Food Recall:  

What Happened? 

Mid February  

 MENU FOODS received consumer complaints 

  

Early March 

 Cats died during a feeding (taste test) trial 

 

Mid March  

  MENU FOODS issues pet food recall March 15 

Pet food company came forward alerting FDA 



What was in the food?    

March 30, 2007 

ÅFound in pet food 

ÅFound in cat urine 

 

ÅToxicologists say ï NOT really toxic  
 
??? Is it the cause??? 
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Melamine 

Plastics 

Fertilizer  

 Flame-retardant 

          with  

  Cyanuric acid 
http://www.alibaba.com/catalog/10688716/Melamine_Indus_Grade_99_8_Min_.html 

http://www.petrageousdesigns.com/img/products/new_2007/img_dazzledots_bowls.jpg 

Target.com 

Sigma-Aldritch 

Drug delivery 

Neerman-et al-2004 

Neerman-et al-2004 



Menu Foods traced the wheat 

gluten to China 

BAGS got mixed up somehow? 

http://standeyo.com/NEWS/07_Food_Water/07_Food_Water_pics/070521.tainted.CH.food.jpg 



April 19, 2007 

RICE Protein Concentrate    

           contains Melamine 

And it was really wheat flour 



If not an accident then  

 

Why? 

PROTEIN = $ 



How was melamine  

causing kidney failure 

 in the pets? 



Conference call on  

ñUnusual Crystalsò 

Å Vet Pathologists saw crystals in kidney 

     but  
 

 not enough to cause clinical signs 

 

 not enough to cause pathology  

 

ÅPathology photos sent to FDA 

Collaborations with AVMA, AAVLD, Veterinary Schools, private Vets 



Crystal Morphology 

These crystals looked familiar to me 

Michigan State University- Apr 3, 2007 Needle like crystals arranged in a radial sphere 


